352.0/423 
DI?7 
ee. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


Ob THE 


TOWN OF DEERING, 


FOR THE 
FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING FEB. 21, 1868, 


WITH THE REPORT OF THE 


OV ERSHERS OF THE POOR, 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


+O 


———s 


MANCHESTER, N. H.: 
CAMPBELL & HANSCOM, PRINTERS, NO. 85 MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE. 
1868, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
he STATE LIBRARY 


as 


ie 


* 


_ REPORT OF THE AUDITORS 


Of the Town of Deering, for the year ending Febru- 
ary 21, 1868. 


THE TOWN OF DEERING 
IN ACCOUNT WITH A, J. LOCKE, TREASURER. 


By balance of last year’s settlement $2,154.14 
Amount of assessments 4,356 48 
Received of selectmen 2,600 00 
do Augustus Wilson 500 00 
do do 200 00 
du Matthew Forsaith 400 00 
do Pe 0. 200 00 
do Savings bank tax for 1867 135 75 
do Railroad tax for 1867 23 20 
do Literary fund 32 40 
do United States bounties 200 00 
do of Samuel Wilson, selectman 100 00 
do Augustus Wilson, overseer of poor 914 29 
Whole amount $11,816 26 


Which the Treasurer accounts for as follows: 
Paid School Orders: 


DIST. NO. DIST. NO. 
1, Almon Putney 9314 9, James M. Appleton 83 91 
2, Jas. W. Murdough 10919 10, David F. Whittle 27 43 
8, Charles H. Clement 5488 11, Elijah B. Brown 12 84 
4, Gilbert P. Hill 102 29 Franklin Huntington, Hen- 
5, Herod Chase 104 86 niker 3 80 
6, Russell T. Dustin 56 96 
7, James T. Forsaith 66 66 $791 56 
8, George Hoit 75 60 

Paid the following Town Orders ; 
Augustus Wilson, services as selectman for 1866 $68 75 
do overseer of poor for 1866 25 25 


do stamps and stationery 8 07 
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Matthew Forsaith, services as selectman for 1866 


Samuel Wilson, do do 

Andrew J. Locke, do town clerk 
do do treasurer 
do stamps and stationery 


George Smart, for auditors 

Josiah Loveren, committee on school house 

Isaac Mills, support of Emily Mills 

Augustus Wilson, for house rent for Mrs. Carpenter 

Nathan Cunningham, endorsement on note 

Albert Hadiock, land damage 

Solomon Bartlett, cutting busbes on highway 

George Chase, illegal highway tax in 1861 and 1862 
do breaking roads in 1866-7 

Syntha Kempfield, illegal highway tax 1861-2 

Samuel Wilson, sundry expenses 

Perkins Cooledge, breaking road 1864-5 

| do labor on highway 

Rodney J. Bingham, do 

M. B. MclIlvin, for Mitchell boy 

John Bartlett, abatement of tax in 1866 

Anna ©. Wallace, for clothes for Mitchell boy 

Edmund Wood, for breaking roads 

Eaton & Cross, for counsel 

Elbridge R. Colby, abatement of tax 1866 

Squires Forsaith, for stove 

Campbell & Hanscom, printing reports 

Calvin Gould, labor on town farm 

Noah C. Ferry, over tax 

John P. Richardson, cutting bushes on highway 

Kk. W. Barnes, land damage 

Wm. T. Wilkins, cutting bushes on highway 


EK. W. Barnes do do 
do helping survey road 
do breaking roads in 1864-5 
Joshua C. Muzzey, do do 


Dana B. Hadlock, for school house Dist. No. 6 
John B. Phelps, note 
Stephen Peaslee, note 
Francis Grimes, endorsement on note 
Albert Hadlock, breaking roads in 1864-5 
Horace Gove, services as collector in 1866 
do interest on school fund 
Robert H. Otis, interest on note 


1 00 
17 10 
5 00 

3 50 
14 34 
6 03 
14 87 
4 00 
210 

5 00 
7:16 
17 30 
30. 00 
230 00 
4 02 

4 08 
38 00 
9 46 

7 31 

1 50 

1 70 
615 
100 00 
1,428 16 
226 41 
100 00 
4 50 
50 00 
60 00 
36 00 


Herod Chase, building com. on school house Dist. No. 5 625 00 


John C. Barnes, for water tub 
Isaac Smith, repairing highway 
Richard Clement, do 
Isaac Smith, repairing school house Dist. No, 3 
I. N. Cochran, repairing highway 
Butterfield & Wilson, repairing bridge 
John B. Ellinwood. note 
Wm. Roach, interest on note 
Caroline Chase, note 
do do 
Horace Gove, repairing road 
J. Morse, goods for town paupers 
Israel Hoag, do do 
George Simonds, do 
James H. Preston, shingling barn on town farm 
Benjamin L. Bartlett, services as S. S, Com. 1865 
Freeman Dow, note 


do do 
do do 
do do 


John Duncan, interest on note 

Tsaac Wilkins, endorsement on note 

R. J. Bingham, repairing highway 

Herod Chase, building com. on school house Dist. N. 5 
James Wood, interest on note 

Cristy Grege, for water tub 

Barnes & Wilkins, cutting bushes on highway 
Charles H. Clement, repairing school house, Dist. No. 3 
Alvah ©. Gould, repairing highway, 

Wm. Roach, note 

Cyril Butterfield. labor on highway, 

James M. Appleton,.stove, school house Dist. No. 9 
Isaac Wiikins, note 

Artemas White, abatement of tax 

James Chase, ss és 

Samuel Wilson, labor on highway 

Andrew A. Wilkins, labor in grave yard, 

Ephraim Fuller, repairing school house Dist. No. 6 
Freeman Dow, interest on note 

George W. Colby, interest on note, 

Henry Gove, services as S. S. Com. 

S. E. Loveren, bridge plank 

Persis Wilson, note, 

Joseph Mitchell, note 

Bartlett W. Clough, repairing bridge 


2 00 
29 00 
106 00 
15 00 
20 45 
7 75 
61 25 
6 00 
88 54 
195 91 
3 50 

1 50 

2 06 

7 30 

7 00 
23 50 
88 30 
59 93 
222 20 
9 95 
12 00 
55 00 
2 50 
22 00 
24 00 
1 50 

4 88 
1 00 
30 26 
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Almon Putney, repairing highway and water trough 8 00 
Ephraim Fuller, repairing eho house Dist. No. 6 32 55 
Enoch Hadley, 4 a 130 00 
Geo. W. Bartlett, 3 vr cs “ 120 00 
C. B. Brown, repairing highway, 39 00 
Wm. McNeil, i 124 50 
Augustus Wilson, insurance on town buildings, 19. a 
David F. Whittle, labor on highway Li 
Moses Chase, abatement of tax in 1867 du 3 * 
J. L. Ellsworth, labor on highway 75 
Horace Gove, repairing school house Dist. No. 1 50 35 
Augustus Wilson, books and stationery 6 81 
$s J sundry poor bills 95 54 

“< se labor on road, 3 69 

L. 8. Eaton, for labor 1 20 
Gove & Gilmore, illegal winter tax in 1862 80 
Horace Marcy, store goods, 11 24 
Newman & Hadley, cua goods, 31 27 
Ephraim Dutton, | 40 04 
Benjamin Dutton, iy 94 07 
S. Dow Wyman, flour vk Wey ds" 
Forbes, Lane & Co., Meal 31:76 
J. H. Eaton, blacksmith bill 15 38 
J. H. Gould, labor on town farm 50 
Joel Bullard, abatement of illegal tax 4 84 
Russell Noyes, for oxen 230 00 
Timothy Peasley, cow 55 00 
Augustus Wilson, for cattle 170 00 
Enos Bailey, for support 50 00 
R. E. Loveren, lumber and labor 49 10 
Augustus Wilson, support of Putnam Richardson 14 69 
Horace Gove, abatement of town farm tax ~* 34 62 
i abatement of sundry taxes assessed in 1866 36 00 
Whole amount of town orders, $7,479 98 


Breaking Roads in 1866-7. 


Jonathan G Chase 380 02 Ira S. Appleton 5 55 
Wm. D. Wilson 28 95 Perkins Cooledge 13 65 
Oliver N. Ellsworth 1117 Russell Tubbs 9 90 
Dorcas Codman 800 Matthew Forsaith 10 35 
George C. Patten 495 Bartlett S. Brown — 7 50 
Joshua C. Muzzey LOA Sahel, Bingham 5 92 


Dana B. Hadlock 1700 Dow®& Hill 21 00 


James F. Lock 
Eben C. Lock 
Albert Hadlock 
Almon Putney 
Elbiidge R. Colby 
Bartlett W. Clough 
Wm. T. Wilkins 
Augustus Wilson 
Wm. Forsaith 
James S. Appleton 
do 
Cristy Gregg 
Andrew J. Locke 
Jona. G. Morrill 
Danbridge Buttrick 
Thos. A. Merrill 
Amos Kentfield 
J. N. Cochran 
Willard Loveren 
Elijah Clough 
Humphrey Peaslee 
Sewell Brown 
Edgar C. Peaslee 
James TJ. Forsaith 
John C. Barnes 


James & John Wallace 


John Crowe 
James S. Ellinwood 
Otis W. Gove 
L. J. Dickey 
Simon J. Crane 
James M. Palmer 
John F. Chase 
Herod Chase 
S. H, Jones 
Jsaac Smith 
Gawn W, Mills 
Witter Wilson 

_ Whole amount 


George Kentfield 1 20 
Horace B. Cressey 11 00 
John Bartlett 15 46 
Wm. Travis 5 00 
Horace Gove 9 30 
Andrew A. Wilkins 5 30 
James W. Murdough 10 00 
Russell T. Dustin 8 15 
Ephraim Fuller 16 51 
S. S. Clement 8 91 
Alvah C. Gould 14 50 
Zadoc P. Hastings 5 50 
Solomon Bartlett 11 85 
Wm. ©. Whitaker 8 20 
L, W. Goodell 3 60 
F. Glawson 2/75 
Joseph Getchell 1 50 
Joseph Mitchell 10 49 
Richard Clement 6 60 
Enoch H. Bartlett 3 30 
KE. Hadley 15 90 
Charles F. Gove 12 00 
Wm. D. Owen 4 00 
Josiah Bartlett SoG T 
Wm. McNeil 20 00 
George Downing 14 75 
George W. Bartlett 15 50 
Bartlett Simons 10 00 
Jesse Brown 1 95 
Jas. S. Whitaker 5 70 
Moses Chase 1 84 
Edmund Wood 13 80 
James Chase 5 25 
D. F. Whittle 15 90 
John N. Currier 1725 
George Smart 3 38 
Stephen C. Downing 1 20 


$939 47 
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OUTSTANDING NOTES AGAINST THE TOWN. 


George Downing 
Sarah Downing 
Clark Roach 
Charles Shepard 
Robert H. Ctis 
James Wood 
Nathan Cunningham 
Milton McCoy 
Clark Roach 
Francis G. Glawson 
William Forsaith 2d 
John L. Farwell 
Charles C. Atwood 
David Wilson 
Erastus H Bartlett 
Thomas M. Bell 
David Wilson 
Francis Grimes 
Elvira Wilson 
David Wilson 
Lydia Twiss 
Witter Wilson 

B. L. Bartlett 
Sarah W. Howe 
William Duncan 
John E, Duncan 
Granville H. Duncan 
Robert H. Otis 
William Manahan 
Jane G. Butler 
Witter Wilson 
Matthew F. Wilson 
George Thompson 


118 16 
570 46 


507 58 


Total amount of notes 


Charles Shepard 
Samuel Wood 
Samuel Wood 
Sarah Downing 
Ira.8. Appleton 
Milton McCoy 
William Manahan 
William Manahan 
Jennie S. Forsaith 
Isaac Wilkins 


Erastus H. Bartlett 


John F, Chase 
David Wilson 
James T. Forsaith 
William Manahan 
Charles Shepard 
Freeman Dow 
John Duncan 
William Mahahan 


‘Lydia Twiss 


David Clough 
Phidelia Colby 
Freeman Dow 

J. M. Appleton 
George W. Colby 
Milton McCoy 
S. H. Jones 
Freeman Dow 
Ira S. Appleton 
J. M. Appleton 
Samuel Wood 
William Manahan 


202 36 
202 36 
100 56 
250 54 
220 11 
920 44 


(§82 93 


124 18 
48 87 


,216 22 


241 05 

73 85 
799 93 
124 18 
119 57 
245 63 

90 28 
233 82 
158 39 

44 86 
352 40 
126 98 
626 60 
383 49 
202 00 
673 51 
595 80 
224 15 
126 387 
257 10 
256 27 
119 49 


$20,235 64 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Whole amouut received into the Treasury 11,816 26 
Paid school orders $ 791 56 
_ Paid town orders 7,479 98 
Non-resident highway receipts 26 08 
Breaking Roads in 1866-7 939 47 
Amount of expenditures $9,237 04 


Deducting the amount of expenditures from the 
amount of receipts leaves in the hands of the 
treasurer $2,579 22 


Amount of notes against the town - 20,3885 64 
Amount of outstanding and unsettled ac- 
counts against the town, including break- 


ing roads this winter; estimated 1,000 00 
$21,335 64 
Due from United States soldiers’ bounty 1,440 00 
Balance in treasury 2,579 22 
W hole amount due from all sources $4,019 22 


Deducting the amount due from all sources from the 
amount of debt leaves the town in debt $17,316 42 


We hereby certify that we have examined the foregoing ac- 
counts and find the same duly vouched and correctly cast. 
CHRISTY GREGG, ; 
GEORGE SMART, f Auaitors 
HIRAM BROWN, 


3 10 
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY ON TOWN FARM, FEBRUARY 


14, 1868. 
Live Stock— 30 lbs. butter 10 00 
1 horse $ 70 00 40 lbs, lard 6 00 
1 pr. oxen 250 00 20 lbs. dried apple 3.33 
4 cows 150 00 1 bbl. flour “LS aeo 
6 yearlings 145 00 4 bbl. cider 2 00 
24 sheep 60 00 3 bbls. soap 15 00 
1 shoat 20 00 6 gallons vinegar 3 00 
13 hens 10 00 18 doz. candles 2 00 
——_——_ 15 bushels ashes 3 00 
$705 00 Garden sauce 1 50 
Provisions and Produce— Tea 75 
17 tons English hay 340 00 Spices 25 
3s tuns meadow hay 35 00 Sugar 50 
50 bushels corn 80 00 44 lbs. woolen yarn 4 75 
2 bushels rye 3 20 20 lbs. rolls 12 00 
6 bushels oats 5 00 6 lbs. wool 2 40 
14 bushels barley 2 25 we 
1 bushel beans 3 00 $695 93 
100 bushel potatoes 85 00 Household furniture $210 83 
250 lbs. pork 35 00 Farming tools 166 50 
100 lbs. ham 13 00 Lumber on hand 10 00 
150 lbs. beef - 15 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Live stock $705 00 
Provisions and produce 695 93 
Household furniture 210 83 
Farming tools 166 50 
Lumber on hand 10 00 
$1,788 26 
RECEIVED FOR ARTICLES SOLD. 
1 pr. oxen | _ $200 00 Oats 1 50 
1 cow 50 00 Chickens 6 62 
4 steers 160 00 Beef Te 
2 cows 98 00 Candles 15 
3 calves 115 29 Feeting 4 Ov 
3 shoats 14 0O Yarn 2 24 
2 pigs 400 Rolls 2 10 


Keeeping cattle 9 00 Mittens 25 


Butter 


136 29 Sewing 7 10 
Wool 20 00 Hide 5 80 
Lumber 13 50 Soap 1 00 
Shingles 6 00 Flour returned 11 25 
45 lbs. ham 9 28 Shoes sh 1 40 
Salt pork 12 22 Labor off farm 21 00 
Fresh pork 25 86 a 
Eggs 2 66 $540 76 
| EXPENSES OF FARM. 
lpr. oxen $230 00 F. W. Gould, blacksmith 
lcow 55 00 bill 3 19 
6yearlings 130 00 Danbridge Buttrick 3 60 
lbeef cow 40 00 R. FE. Loveren, shingles 49 10 
Keeping cow 4 50 B. F. Upton. rep. harness 2 75 
E. Dutton, store bill 40 04 J.C. Barnes, carding wool 


B. Dutton, 4 94 07 and labor 10 
Newman & Hadley,do. 381 27 L. McClintock, grain 3 75 
H. Marcy, store bill 11 24 S. D. Hastings 1 00 
R. Tubbs, 297 <A, C. Burnham 2 00 
Forbes, Lane & Co., meal 81 75 <A. Wilson, buiter tubs 4 67 
S. D. Wyman, flour 71 75 Snndry bills 5 50 
Burnham & Morse 11 52 Due C. A. Gould, for 
Squires Forsaith 3 25 labor 230 00 
H. Gouid, haying 50 00 ——-—— 
J. H. Eaton, blacksmith $1,188 30 
bill 15 38 
Expense of farm $1,138 30 
Avails of farm deducted 840 76 
Expense of poor on farm $297 54 
Expense of poor off farm: 
Enos Bailey $50 00 
Putnam M. Richardson’s family 14 69 
William Norris 3 06 
—_—— $ 67 75 
Received of Hillsborough for Ida Kimball | 7 00 
Received of the County $111 90 
Paid for the support of Mrs. Kentfield, $82 00 
«© Mrs. Howell, Mrs. Metcaff 29 90 
——$111 90 


Number of paupers on farm, 2. 
Average number during the year, 3. 


AUGUSTUS WILSON, 


Overseer of Poor. 


REPORT OF THE 


Supevintendiny School Committer. 


FriuLtow Citizens, TEACHERS, AND ScHotars: As another political year 
in New Hampshire draws to a close, allow me most respectfully to submit 
the following report of the educational interests of our town; at the same 
time thanking you each and all for the uniform courtesy, confidence and re- 
spect extended me while feebly and imperfectly but honestly endeavoring to 
discharge aright the duties assigned. There has been raised and expended by 
unanimous consent the past year, about ny Se per cent. more school 
money than was required by law. 

This has made a corresponding increase in the length of schools, and with 
other necessary requisites would have enhanced their usefulness more than one- 
half, but truth compels me to state that such a happy result has not been real- 
ized, 

Prudential Committees, finding it difficult to secure the services of well edu- 
cated, experienced teachers, of known capacity to govern properly, to instruct 
their pupils, and awaken in them a thirst for the hidden treasures of science, 
have accepted the offers of those lacking, in several instances, nearly all the 
elements necessary for success. Though teaching should be regarded as a 
profession, with one exception, the highest and noblest of all professions, still 
it is not so considered, and there appears to be a peculiar desire pervading the 
minds of many young persons to engage therein, and strange as it may appear, 
application is sometimes made for certificates by those who would fail in do- 
ing the examples in simple division, or in parsing a simple sentence, It is the 
height of absurdity to suppose that a person only acquainted with the first 
four rules is a proper instructor for the pupil who has learned only three of 
them; but lack of book knowledge has not been the most glaring fault in 
our winter schools, ‘ 

It has been a want of energy on the part of teachers, causing indoence 
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among scholars as a turning of their minds from proper study and meditation, 
to idle conversation and roguiskh amusement. 

Teachers are not to be judged by the amount of compensation they demand 
or are in the habit of receiviug, for personal good-will, relationship or past 
favors have far too much to do with that, and some of our highest priced 
teachers have not done as good service as others who have taught for very 
low remuneration. The teacher who has no higher ambition than to secure 
the ordinary respect of parents, get his money and a fair report from the S. 8, 
Committee, is totally unfit for his calling. He has priceless and sacred materials 
before him and the loftiest work that can engage man’s attention to be per- 
formed—yvutbful minds to be educated for usefulness aad a higher state of 
existence. He must dream of honors and crowns of never fading excellence, 
while teaching the alphabet to those that are expected to occupy important if 
not the highest positions in society, and the influence of whose lives for good, 
or evil can never fade away. No people love their children more, or are more 
liberal in giving their money for educational purposes than the people of this 
town ; but parents and fellow citizens, when will you learn that money, however 
needful, cannot do the whole work; it cannot buy an education for yourselves 
or your children, nor can it bire others to do the work that belongs to you 
individually to perform. Teachers must be selected with caution, and en- 
couraged to labor earnestly, while scholars must know and feel that others are 
interested in their behalf; or there will be little improvement even if thou- 
sauds of dollars are annually expended, 

A large amount of school money isa district’s blessing, but a far greater 
blessing it is for a district to have men and women that by visiting the school, 
by supporting the teacher in all his requirements, by never censuring him in 
the scholars’ presence, by sympathizing with the youthful student in his labors, 
trials, and disappointments, and by rejoicing with him in prosperity, can teach 
the value of spare moments, and the sin of ignorance in this boasted land of 
Christiau civilization. 

The reason why there are equally as good scholars in the small districts of 
our town where the want of money has always compelled them to bave short 
schools, is manifest in the greater interest usually felt by all classes, 

It is interesting and gratifying to meet parents and citizens at the closing 
inspect on of schools, but far more promising of good results would it be to 
find their names previously evirolled several times on the teacher’s register ; 
but children’s visiting schools in adjoining districts for the purpose of whisper- 
ing and having a general good time with their friends, should never be tolera- 
ted by any teacher, and however embarrassing it may be to correct other peo- 
ple’s scholars, they should be at once invited to take ‘company seats” or con- 
form to the non-intercourse regulations of the school. It has never been our 
fortune to visit a school where the teacher, from familiarity with the subjects 
required to be taught, was able to question his classes without the aid of the 
text-book, but that good improvement was clearly manifest, and on the other 
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hand no class ever shows much progress where the teacher has to confine his 
eyes strictly to the printed page. . 

This is plainly noticeable to all, and we beg parents, as they desire the well- 
being of their children, to employ only such teachers as have their learning on 
their ‘‘tongue’s end” and will never enter on the duties of the day without be- 
ing conversant with the subject of each lesson ; for the teacher who is obliged 
to refer to the book or map to ascertain whether the scholar’s answer is correct, 
displays a weakness which is at once noticed by the pupil and he very natural- 
ly queries in his mind why should I abady and learn what my teacher has not 
learned? 

No matter how trifling or how important the subject, the teacher by being 
familiar therewith saves much time, instructs with more facility and success ; 
and the scholar at once reposes confidence, and feels for him greater respect. 
To govern well is the key stone to success iu our schools. 

The teacher fails, partially at least, uuless he secures the confidence of parents, 
the good-will of scholars and at the same time their highest well-being, This 
oftentimes is no easy task, for who does not kuew of districts containing but 
a few families perhaps, and those of good standing, but of such diversified 
opinions respecting school management that no teacher could give perfect 
satisfaction ; for he cannot serve ‘God and mammon ;” he ean please the one, 
but in so dcing must displease the other, and, as a general rule, while it may 
be well enough to punish other people’s chidren, don’t correct one of mine. 

To young teachers allow me to say, be mild, firm, vigilant and energetic ; 
never hasty, impatient or passionate ; remember self-government is the most 
essential requisite for maintaining good order. 

Treat the pupil as you would like to be treated were you in his place—the 
golden rule is applicable in the school room, . 

Seek to elevate the standard of school teaching, to improve yourself and 
your school from day to day. Be ready for an examination at any time, and 
do not expect too much from small scholars ; it is little things well arranged 
that make the impression, 

Remember the following from the pen of the Confederate chieftain, Gen. 
Robert E. Lee, now President of the Washington College : : 

‘The teacher should be an example for the pupil. He should aim at the 
highest attainable proticiency,,and not ata pleasing mediocrity. Unless he 
can teach those cominitted to his care to thiak and to work, and can impart to 
them vigor with learning, there can be no real advance. 

He must study the character and disposition of his pupils, and adopt his 
course of discipline to their peculiarities, 

Above all be must be uniform, consistent, rin: kind in his conduct, teach 
more by acts than words and show the children under his charge that he bas 
their true interests at heart. He should lock upon them not only as the 
parents of the new generation, but also as heirs of immortality, and while pre, 
paring them for usefuluess in this life instill into their impressible minds prin- 
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ciples of piety and religion, for if it be true as taught by the history, that 
greatness depends upon virtue, it is equally true that religion is the foundation 
and support of virtue. 

Should the daily business of the school be conducted on such principles, and 
the pupils be trained in the habits of obedience, reverence and truthfulness, 
aud be convinced that they are noble and lovely in themselves, and their 
practice manly and honorable, the main object of Education will have been 
attained.” 

; DISTRICT NO. 1. 


The Summer school was kept by Mi<s Sarah A. Gove of this district, who is 
thought to have given good satisfaction, Some of the scholars gave close 
attention to their books and recitations and made good improvment ; others 
had too much social conversation to recite very correct lessons, or make as 
much advancemt as they otherwise might have done. Several of the primary 
scholars appeared to have learned quite well. 
_ Winter term was taught by Miss Ella F. Presby, of Bradford, and at our first 
visit gave promise of good success, but the closing examination did not come 
up to our expectations. We do not, however, think that the fault should be 
mainly attributed to the teacher, as parents do not seem to take as much in- 
terest as they might to enccurage the scholars to study out of school, or to 
be prompt at recitation. 

But one parent visited the school, Mr. A. J. Lock. Number of \imes tardy, 
one hundred aud twenty-nine. Enough said; what teacher could have done 
more—might as well have staid at home all the time, 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

Summer term was taught Ly Miss Martha A. Muzzey of this town, and, at 
our first visit, appeared so much better than usual that I could not help 
noticing the improved deportment of scholars over some previous terms, but 
hardly had its usefulness commenced before parents begen to complain of the 
severe punishments inflicted on their children for trifling offences, and for 
failures te get perfectly the said to be long lessons given out for recitation, 

At the closing visit only five scholars were present, and these appeared well, 
reciting very fluently and correctly, and the teacher’s side of the story would 
be that the troable was caused by the improper interference of parents in 
countenancing and upholding their clildrenin disobedience and idleness, 
causing them to receive the very punishments complained of, and which were 
necessary to secure that degree of order requisite to a good school. The 
punishments may have been severe and improperly applied; certainly they 
were if parents do not very much mis-state the case ; but on the other hand 
the teacher of this district does not usually receive that support from parents 
necessary to maintain the best of discipline in the best way, Parents, you have 
the material in mind and money for as good a school as any in town, but you 
must secure teachers whom you can trust and then give them your undivided 
confidence and support. 

The Winter term was taught by George OC, Patten Esq., and not being able 
to visit it but once, must be reported upon other people’s testimony, which is 
that it was a successful term. The teacher says: ‘A degree of interest was 
manifested, buth by parents and scholars, unusual in our experience.” 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Miss Annie M. Cochran of Antrim, taught the Summer school in this district, 
which appeared quiet and orderly at both our visits. Whispering was not 
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practiced and the deportment of scholars commendable, the teacher giving 
several of them the highest marksin this respect. It does not appear that 
parents interested themselves very much in the school or inquired very fre- 
quently after the proficiency of their children. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Julia A. Dodge, of Francestown, and 
was ip our opinion one of tae most successful schools of the season. The ex- 
amination Jasted all the afternoon, and there anpeared to be no lack of work 
to de-or of any one to do it. The review of the classes here coutrasted great- 
ly with that in 30me other districts where the teacher would go through the 
whole in an hour and say; I believe you have now heard all the lessons, 
would you like to make some remarks ?” 

Some neat looking writing-books were shown; and_ the progress in the 
several studies was not only good but considerable general information seemed 
to have becn imparted. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Miss Mary F. Courcy of Weare, taught the school in theSummer; who,though 
young, had by careful thought, diligence and attention, well fitted herself for a 
plice in our Common Schools. She was very desirous of success and spared 
no pains to secure the good will of her scholars, and advance their interests. 

There was only one instance of tardiness, and the good average attendance 
of scholars, their quiet deportment and correct answers, showed that the school 
had been all and even more than was expected. 

The Winter term was thirteen and one-half weeks in length, and there 
should have been twelve hundred and fifty-eight days of attendance, whereas, 
there were only seven hundred and thirty six, and with these ninety instances 
of tardiness) For such a state of things there is no excuse, as the teacher, Mr. 
George A. Noyes, 9f Hopxinton, was a well meaning young man, and well 
booked up for his position, and if for want of experience or any thing else his 
school was not worth patronizing it should have been stopped and the money 
saved for future use. It is pleasant to notice thata few of the parents and 
citizens manifested their interest by coming out to wituess the closing exercis- 
es of both terms of school. 


DISTRICT NO, 5. 


The Summer term was under the instruction of Mrs. Lucinda S. Swallow of 
Nashua, who, though a stranger to onr schools was not so to the school room, 
having had several terms’ experience. The first visit convinced me that she 
would be successful and do good service, which conviction was verified at the 
close. Mrs. Swallow was persevering, energetic and determined in her man- 
ners, causing good progress to be made, and securing the good understanding 
of her scholars in such a way as to cause them to manifest much interest in 
the exercises of the school. Seldom do scholars deport themselves better— 
no whispering being noticed and none reported as having occurred among any 
of the scholars during the whole term. 

The Winter school in this district has for several previous terms been under 
the instruction of one of our most efficient and successful teachers, John F. 
Chase, and it was more difficult for the present teacher, Mr. Warren L. Col- 
lins of North Weare, to make a favorable impression on the school than had 
he followed a less competent predecessor. Under the stimulant of a prize of- 
fered by Mr. Chase, the improvement in writing was good, and we saw no 
reason why it might not have been so in other branches ; but the little boys 
were rather rude and inconsiderate during examination, and we caunot praise 
them as we would like to do. 

This was Mr, Collins’ first attempt at teaching; he is an estimable man, who 
labored faithfully for the good of his school. 
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The Prudential Committee very properly accompanied me at each visit to 
the school, and the closing reviews were listened to by a goodly number of 
citizens, who can judge of the correctness of this report. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


The Summer term was under the instruction of Miss Martha A. Muzzey, 
who, having no occasion to resort to corporeal punishment—said to have been 
requisite in No, 2—get along pleasantly with her usual good success, and was 
able to give general satisfaction. Several of the parents and citizens of the 
district did themselves credit by attending the closing examination of the 
school. 

Winter term taught by the writer hereof; and suffice it to say, that the in- 
terest manifested in the school may be judged from the fact that there were 
Only five instances of tardiness, and four of these by scholars just beginning 
to read in monosyllables. Many of the schelars not only studied evenings, 
but devoted much of their mornings and recesses to study or social conversa- 
tion on the subjects of recitations. For rank as scholars, correct deportment, 
habits of study, and energy of purpose, they are not to be excelled ; and wor- 
thy of the best suceess in life, may their future be as bright as their school 
record has been faultless. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


This school, Summer and Winter, was taught by Miss Margie D. Forsaith, 
and quietness, studiousness and careful deportment were its evident charac- 
teristics. No parent or citizen escorts the Committee into this school, or 
greets him while there; perhaps conscience tells them they bave a poor 
school room, unworthy of its name. I was rather unfortunate in hearing of 
the schools’ beginning, but the examination in summer was pleasant and in- 
teresting, showing good work to have been done. In winter the school was 
visited near the middle of the term and found doing well, but at the close the 
room was uncomfortable, teacher and scholars evidently suffering from bad 
colds, and doubtless did not make as favorablean impression as they other- 
wise would have done. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


The Summer school is not reported as would be desirable, although the 
teacher, Miss Ella J. Cheney, of Lowell, Mass., was an undoubted scholar, 
with good conversational powers, and of covsiderable energy in the school 
room. ‘The scholars seemed to enjoy the schoo), but some of them were rath- 
er noisy and did not show very marked improvement. Miss Cheney lacked 
experience and observation in our country schools, and if she failed to give 
entire satisfaction it was from not knowing the expectations and requiremeuts 
of parents in a school of this character, and in placing too much confidence 
in those whom she regarded as her friends. 

The Winter school was commenced by Mr. Henry A. Dodge, who, though 
of limited acquirements, was thought would succeed tolerably well, but after 
nearly three weeks’ trial was succeeded by Miss Hannah J. Fulton, a teacher 
of experience and good qualifications, and something of an enthusiast in the 
profession. Her school was only three weeks in length and was not visited a 
second time, but we feel assured that no pains would be spared by the teach- 
er to make it profitable and interesting. 


DISTRICT NO. 9, 


The Summer school appeared to be in prosperous condition under the eare 
of Miss Caroline A. Bell of Bennington, who we noticed at our first visit had 
had some experience. At the closing examination there was po unnecessary 
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show, but on the whole, good work seemed to have been done, fair progress 
having been made, while a few scholars evinced more than ordinary interest 
and attention, and must necessarily have made corresponding advancement. 

Winter term was taught by Mr. William A. Muzzey, who is well known in 
our schools asa teacher and superintendent. He is interested in his work 
and cares more for real than showy improvement, consequently the school, 
as in summer, was found in every-day dress, and the scholars gave good at- 
tention to their recitations, Ail had doubtless made progress, and some 
classes showed unusual interest and proficiency. If certain scholars in this 
school improve well their leisure moments, they will be able to give a good 
account of themselves in the future, and be ornaments. to the district, 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


This school was taught by Miss Armena J. Dustin of this town, who, though 
the youngest of our teachers, by possessing good qualifications, quick percep- 
tion, perseverance and energy, succeeded in causing good progress to be 
made in the several branches,of study, as the mothers can testify who wit- 
nessed the closing examination. Some of these children read at home and 
ean be good scholars, even if they are not favored with more than one short 
school in a year. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


Miss Samantha M. Jones taught this school, and by receiving scholars from 
other districts, commenced with enough for a very pleasant school ; but about 
the middle of the term it was broken up by sickness and adjourned for sever-. 
al weeks, after which several of the scholars did not return. Miss Jones had 
had some experience, and it is thought was successfulia giving good satis- 
faction. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


The books in established use on the first of July, 1867, were: Town & Hol- 
brook’s Progressive Series of Readers and Speller, Eaton’s Series of Arithme- 
tics, Colten & Fitch’s Geographies, Brown’s Grammars, Davies’ Elementary 
Algebra, Quackenbos’s History and Philosophy. 

These books on the subjects they treat are by our present Statute Law the 
only books that can be legally used for three years from the date of their in- 
troduction, and no changes can be made only in the book or series of books 
on one subject at any one time. It is hoped that this law, binding alike upon 
committees, teachers and parents will cause a greater uniformity in our school 
books, and give parents less reason to complain of too frequent changes, 

In closing this report pardon another appeal to you, fellow citizens, for re- 
newed and more vigorous exertions in behalf of the Common Schools ; they are 
the foundation of New Hampshire’s prosperity, her greatness and renown, and 
whatever evils may be in future store for her, her children with well balanced 
minds, reared and educated inthe pure atmosphere along the sides of her 
Granite hills, can -work her final redemption. 


BENJ. L. BARTLETT, 
Superintending School Committee of Deering. 
Deering, Feb. 24th, 1868. 
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